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Thank you for your interest in Freemasonry

It's possible that you do not know a great deal about Freemasanry and if this is the case we think
it is important that before you continue any further we should touch base with a few matters of
importance. Things you really should know.

Please read the following pages very careful v We have given you information that will allow you

to make a carefully considered decision based on a knowledge of what Freemasonry is and is not,
It may be that once you appreciate these things you might have other thoughts about applying for
rnembership or on the other hand you might see, as we do, that Freemasonry is a great place to be

and a better way to live,

Whatever your decision we wish you well in your endeave

FREEMASONS
Queensland

About the Fraternity

ufied as Masonic

Freemasons meet in buildings plainly id and public announcements of
thewr meetings are often published in daly and community publications. There is no atternpt to hide

the names of community leaders who are Freemasans.

Freermasonry (also known as''The Craft” 15 a fraternity of men bound tegether by vaws of morality
in public and prvate Wfe, who believe in God and the rights of members to free cholce of religion
and political persuasion,

To convey the mes asentation in ou

es Freermasonry has to give and for unifarmity of

we use a ritual = an oral tradition of storytelling that has been pass srancns for
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hundreds of years

Our ntual is often considered by Freemasons as being a most calourful and inter sting method of

imparting the lessons and values of The Craft.

We ernploy the tools of the stone mason as symbols of basic moral truths and our Masonic ritual

dramatises a philosophy of life based on morality,

Tt rough the improvement and strer gthering of the character of the individual, Freemasoney seeks o

improve the community, Cne of our proudest claims is that we “make good men better”.

Fre

nasonry thus

wves 1o make good men better — to teach its members to be “better than

themselves”, It accepts only men of high moral character,

The fraternity of Fred

EONFY B i
‘;llll_l.l COLI

5 5 -!-I:I'-|‘Ill'1.n'"|||' nt, promotes patnotism and respect for
the rule of law, sanctions equal rights under law, practices good will towards all men, and contnbutes

genercously 1o worthy causes.

Freemasan

not a benefit socety or a chanty Dut it 15 a chantabde institution, it assists members in
various wiys through times of hardship, but it 15 not an insurance society with sickness, death, disabilit W
or old age benefits. Masonic Charties are rencwned world-wade for work with medical research and

other noble purposes,

Freemasonry is not a secret society tis a v

ership,

-knowen, world-wide fratermity whose members proudly

declare their memb

The bond of faith and confidence amang Freemasons is largely the result af the common knowledge

that all, having expenenced the mermorable ntuals, a cept the high ethical standards it teaches as

guides to their conduct.



Freemasonry, with ts dedication to education, morality, brotherly love, non-se anisrm in religion

and paht

s.and equal nghts, is a steadying influence that balances and consolidates the social, religious

and political life of Austraha.

Freemasonry is not a re

1 and favours no religious practices or beliefs aver others, You are no

arly allowed to practice your faith of choice but are encouraged to do so, whatever that faith may

be, It teaches men to be religious without ad,

eating a particular doctrine, or creed, It encourages

its members to support their Church,

The

xn of politics and/

" religion at Masonic meetings as is any other

subject hkely to excite personal animosities,

Freemasanry's principal tenets are themselves important religious teachings applicable 1o all faiths:

Brotherly Love, Relief (e, Chanty), and Truth

Freemasonry demands from its members a respect

aw of the country in which they live. Its

prinap

es do not in any way conflict with its members du

=5 a5 citizens. but should strengthen them

r fulfilhing their private and public responsibilities, b requires its members to be good citizens, but free
} :

ar eEdium of P litical <PIessIon,

The use by a Freemason of his membership to promote his own ar a

vone else's business o

personal int s 15 candemned, and 15 contrary to the
f )

onditions on which

he sought adrrission

to Freemasonry

A Freemasons duty as a citizen must always prevail over any abligation to other Freemasens, and

any attempt 1o shield a Freemason who has acted dishonoural iy @ unlawfully s contrary to this

el

Ty to many popular rmyths, Freemasonry is not elitist and exclusive; nor do you h:

have a

relative in the Fraternity. Our membership is open to all men of good character.

Freemasonry is purely voluntary! The only requirements for membership in this fraternity are that

you must be a man of aghteen years of age or older, of good character and who believes in a

Supreme Being and the immortality of the soul,

A Freemason is entitled to invite a friend to join. The friend must then valuntarily seek membership

by contac

g a Freemasan and announce his desire to do so. It is hoped that those who see the

good works and serwices performed by Freemasons will desire on their own to JoIn ws,

I you are interested in Freamasonry, just remember this simple guncie:

Te Be One, Ask One,

As for our suppose

recy, we are not a secret society All members are free to acknowle dge thei

le reasons. Its constitutions and

rmembership, and will do so in response 1o inquiries for resps

rules are avalable to the public.

There is no secret about any of its aims and principles, Like many other societies, it regards some of

s r

ternal affairs as private matters for ts members, The secrets of Freemason: y are concerned witl

ts traditional modes of recognition

You found us didn't you? How hard was it for you to contact ot

el” organisation? Not ruch

of a secret is it!

Wi appreciate your interest ir Freemasoney and il s impartant to us that you take any decsion 1o

seak membership for the nght reasons,

There are things that Freemasonry can and will do for you but you may ente

ectations of matters tha

1 real

y Freemasonry can not and wall not do for you.,




Let's take a closer look at a few matters.

Who can join?
Membership is open to men of all faiths whe are law-abiding, of good character and who acknowledge
a behef in God.

Freemasonry is a multi-racial and multi-cultural organisation, it has attracted men of goodwill from all
sectors of the community into membership,

if you could not sit in harmony and peace with men of different races and raligions then Freemasonry is
not for you. Da nat proceed with an application,

No Improper Solicitation

As previously mentioned Freemasonry has abways required that men should come to its doors:
v Entirely of their own free wall and accord: not as a result of importunity or idle curicsity, but
»  From a favourable opinion of the fraternity

w A genuine desire for knowledge, and

» Asincere wish to be serviceable 1o one's fellows.

Same men are surprised that no one has ever asked them 1o becorme a Freemason, They may even
feel that the Freemasons in their town don't think they are “good enough” to join. But it doesn't
work that way,

Far hundreds of years Freemasons have been forbidden to ask others to join the fraternity,

We can talk to friends about FreemasonryWe can tell them about what Freemasonry does, we can
tell them why we enjoy it but we do not coerce or pressure, anyone 1o join,

There's 2 good reason for that. It isnt that we're trying to be exclusive. It is because becoming a
Freemason is a very serious thing,

Jaurung Freemasonry 15 making a permanent life commitment ta live in cartain WAy,
w To e with honour and integrity,

»  To be willing 1o share with and care about cthers,

»  To trust each other, and

»  To place ultimate trust in God.

Mo one should be "talked into” making such a decision.

So,when a man decides he wants to be a Freemason, he asks a Freemason for a petition or application,
fills it out and gives it to the Freemason, and that Freemason takes it to the local lodge,

If curiosity is the driving force behind your application then please reconsider yaur matives, ar if your friends
are coercing you to apply for membership against yow own better judgerment do net continue with your
apphcation,

Belief in a Supreme Being

Freemasonry is a fellowship of urbiased friends wha meet together for fraternal friendship and
association. This fellowship is founded upon a system of marality based on a belief in the existence
of a Supreme Being,

Mo nor-believer can be made a Freemason, Freemasonry teaches the Brotherhood of Man and the
Immartality of the Soul. it constantly holds before man the duty he owes to Gad, his country, his
neighbour; and himself.

Freemasanry does not invalve itself with religion or politics, but endeavours always to bring out man’s
highest and noblest qualities,

The aim of the true Freemason is to promote a bratherly feeling amoeng men and to help the
distressed and afflicted to the best of his ability.

If you do nat have a belief in a Suprerne Being then reconsider your application,

The Purpose of Freemasonry
The purpose of Freemasonry is moral and spirtual improvement, not the gaining of any materal
advantage,

It should be clearly understood and borme in mind that Freemasonry is not to be entered into in
the hope of matenal gain or advancement. Admission must not be sought for mercenary or selfish

motivies,

iIf such were your motives you wauld be sadly disoppainted and therefore we recommend that you
reconsider your applicotion.




Neo material benefits

It cannot be too strongly emphasised that Freemasonry is not a benalit society. Membership will nat
confer you any special right to sick benefits, death benefits, burial expenses, and the education of your
children or the support of your dependents.

Failure to understand this has sometimes caused families to hold false impressions, which have
led to disappoiniment, misunderstanding and embarrassment, The practice of charity is however, a
fundamental virtue taught in Freemasonry, Mermbership in the fraternity will not gain you emplayment
advantages beyond your merit nor will it bring advancement in life that is not commensurate with
your demonstrated abilibies,

Thase seeking such benefits should reconsider ther applcation for they would be greatly disappointed.

Financial obligations
It is obvious that the membership must carry the burden of the cost of Lodge facilities, operations
and functions. Like any organisation there are entrance fees, se1 annual dues and seme initial costs.

An apphcant must, therefore, be willing and able to meet his financial obligations for the entrance fees,
degree fees and annual dues without material handicap or detriment to his farily or dependents,

Please consider any impact the payment of fees and dues might have on your family situation, We
cansider the payment of prescnbed fees by individual members as proof of their sincerity,

It is important that this be dearly understoad. We would not wish to see a family disadvantaged

because of Lodge dues,

iIf the payment of such financial oblgations were even the sightest difficulty then please reconsider your
application.

Masonic Meetings - Frequency — Location
Each Lodge meets formally once in every maonth and informally once in every manth, Al mermbers
of the Lodge are expected Lo attend the formal regular monthly meeting,

This is a personal cornmitment of time and it is a duty

If you cannot make and meet this commitment at this time in your e you should reconsider your
application,

What goes on at the meetings!

For members only, two basic kinds of activities take place in a lodge.
» A simple business portien, and

s WWhat we term “the waork™ for the evening,

"Degrees” may be performed (“the work™) to either admit new members, or progress members to
the next level in their advancerment, At other times we provide interesting and informative matters
af discussion,

Every lodge serves more than its own members, Frequently, there are meetings open 1o the public.
Examples are Ladies’ Nights, Bring a Friend Mights, Film nights, Supper dances and other special
meelings supporting community events and dealing with tapics of local interest,

Clothing -~ Meetings
Freemasons adopt a basic dress code that in Queensland varies from summer to winter, This is
usually a black Dinner suit for the Winter months and a white mess jacket (Eton jacket) and black

trousers for the Surnmer months.

Far more formal occasions the dress standard increases but this should not be a concern to you for
some years, However there is a dress cade and you need to be aware of this,

It is important to us for many reasons that the standords of eur organisation are maintained If this would
cawse you concern then reconsider your apphication.

Clothing ~ Ceremonial
It is usual for candidates 1o wear ceremonial clothing, which we provide, This clothing is modest
and freshly cleaned. It's meaning is explained during the ceremony It includes outer garments and

ceremonial shoes,

While it is "different”, rest assured that we have all gone through precisely the same procedure you would
encounter, however i your do not wish to take the path we have all taken, then Freemasonry is not for oL
please reconsider.

Loyalty
Loyalty to one’s country is an essential qualification in Freemasonry, and only those are acceptable
who cheerfully conform to every lawful authority,

Drsloyalty in any form is abharent o the teachings of Freemasonry and those of such a mind.set would
do well to reconsider their application,



The Aims of Freemasonry
The ams of Freemasonsy are noble and unselfish, it deserves and expects your smcere attachment

and your fathful service, It will make demands upon your time and energies, We ask you to considar

that if you ceed and you ar

y and a privilege 1o attend cur meetings and

o cantnbute your share to any of our useful undertakings.

IMaclmitted, you will be regquired 1o alligate yoursell to secrecy in purely Masonic matters, such as the

ritual, rmeans of recagrition, results of balloting anc the liks

If you cannot agree to such aims then Freemosonry is not for yow We osk you to reconsider your



On the other hand

If you are looking for a place where you can confidently trust people and trust your family with them
also: Go ahead with your application.

If you are looking for a place where, (within moral and civil guidelines) free thought, free speaking and
the spintual growth of man, can grow 1o their fullest potential: Lodge your application,

If you are looking far a place to meet outstanding individuals from all walks of life, that you would
not otherwise have had the opportunity to know and to call brother:You have found ane, submit

your application.

Il you want a place where you can be part of an orgamsation that has for ts principal tenets -
Bratherly Love. Relief and Truth: Lodge your application,

If you want to be part of a group that provides its members with self-development opportunities,

leadership training and expenence, and 1o improve public speaking skills.. Then proceed with your

application.
If you want a place you can o 1o seck suppart as well as give it Go ahead, submit your application,

If vou are locking for a place where rmoral virtues are taught and through these teachings a regular
reinforcement of the moral virtues is experienced, Then submit your application.

Do you want a place to spend time with a group of brothers, who by acting as good men, wart to
become better men, Mot better than others, but better than they would have otherwise been; This
5 1t submit your application.

If you want a place where you can become better equipped to serve your Church and your
community: Look no further, submit your application.

If you are looking for a place to meet with established members of the cormmunity and 10 becorme
i part of the communty: Submit your applicatien,
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Once Again, Things That We Do Not Do

We do NOT discuss or participate in any religious or palitical matters. These subjects are forbidden
in the lodge and its precincts,

Wa do NOT conduct any form of "Masonic” religious practice... Other than some brief totally non-
denorminational prayers which are deemed sutable for men of all religious beliefs to share, These
prayers should be considerad as the equivalent of those held in a school assembly, counal etc., rather

than as part of a religious service.
We do NOT indulge in secret schernes, plots or conspiracies.
We do NOT use Masonic membership for personal gain,

We do NOT use knowledge of another person's Masenic membership to favour him at the expense
of a non-Freemason,

We do NOT keep secret: knowledge of any criminal matters, or of dishonourable conduct, in an

atternpt to protect a fellow Freemason...

A Freemason is always expected to put his duty as a lowe-abiding atizen before any obligation to other

Freemasons or Freemasonry in general,

WWell there you have it,it wasn't earth shattering but they were essential items and matters that should
be known to you We hope the infarmation provided will help you to appreciate Freemasonry and
10 let you consider and decide an your application,

If you do decide to approach Freemasonry, do so with a pure heart,with a receptive mind and with
an eagarness to learn, it is only in this state can your preparation be worthy of what you are about
1o receive,

Freemasonry offers much ta its members - the oppartunity to grow, the chance to make a difference,
1o build a better world for our children, It offers the chance to be wath and work with men who have
the same values and ideals

Remember this:in a Freermasons Lodge you will always be treated wath care and respect.

Whatever your destiny in life and wherever it carries you the right hand of Masanic fellowship will
always be extended 10 you,



o proceed andlor for additional inforrmation, contact:

United Grand Lodge of Queensland
Masonic Memorial Centre

311 Ann Strest

Brisbane 4000

GPO Box 2204

Brisbane 4001

Phone ((17) 322% 3533

Fax (07) 3229

Email grandsecfifreernasanseld.orgau

Web  wwwuglgorgau

Add your local lodge details here
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